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The ULFA Nominating Committee is now actively seeking interested individuals 
willing to fi ll vacancies on the Executive, standing and other committees for 2017-2018. 
Nominations are being sought for the following:
 Executive:
  President
  Vice-President/President Nominate (2 nominees)
  Secretary/Treasurer
  Chair, Handbooks
  Chair, Grievance
 Handbooks Committee
 Economic Benefi ts Committee
 Grievance Committee
 Gender, Equity and Diversity Committee
 Study Leave Relocation Committee
 Faculty (STP) Handbook Appeals Committee
 Daycare Advisory Committee

Additional information can be found on the ULFA website or by following this link. 

The Nominating Committee will present its list of nominees at the Annual General 
Meeting on April 10 from 12-3pm. In addition, nominations will be open from the fl oor. 
In the event that there is more than one nominee for a single position, an election will 
take place by electronic ballot as soon after the AGM as is possible. In the event that 
there is more than one candidate seeking election to the Executive Committee, an All 
Candidates Forum will be organized prior to the election.

If you are interested in serving the Association in some way, or know of someone who 
might be willing or well-suited to fi ll one of these vacancies, please 
contact one of the Nominating Committee members contact Derrick 
Antson in the ULFA offi ce at ext. 2578 or
 at antson@uleth.ca. 

Although this year’s celebration of Fair Dealing week 
has already come and gone (it fell during Reading 
Week, February 20 - 24), I’d like to highlight two recent 
court decisions that have implications for fair dealing 
in Canada.  Why are they noteworthy?  Because at our 
institution, fair dealing under the Canadian Copyright 
Act has proven to be one of the most important copyright 
permission sources for copying and distributing course 
readings.  

If we consider only U of L coursepacks, more than half 
of the readings tend to fall within the U of L fair dealing 
guidelines.  Of 9,400 readings used in coursepacks 
between 2012 and 2016, we relied on fair dealing for 
53%.  Author permission, the public domain (for items 
not protected by copyright) and library licences are 
the next three permission sources we relied on most 
heavily, which together account for about 32%.  Without 
fair dealing, permissions clearance for course readings 
(whether distributed via coursepacks, e-reserve, Moodle 
or class handouts) would clearly be much more complex 
and costly.

Upheld: Copyright Board’s fair dealing analyses in 
the K-12 tariffs for 2010-2015

In January 2017, the Federal Court of Appeal released 
its decision in the judicial review sought by Access 
Copyright (AC) of the 2010-2015 copying tariffs 
for K-12 schools certified by the Copyright Board in 
February 2016.  The Court found no reviewable errors 
in the Board’s analyses relating to fair dealing and 
what constitutes a “substantial part” of a work.  This is 
good news, as the Board’s analyses in these areas were 
consistent with the reasoning underpinning our fair 
dealing guidelines.  The only reviewable error identified 
by the Court concerned a technical issue regarding how 
to properly estimate the size of AC’s repertoire.

Overturned: Quebec Superior Court’s dismissal of 
class action against Laval

In February 2017, the Quebec Court of Appeal 
authorized a class action for copyright infringement filed 
against Laval University by Copibec, AC’s counterpart 
in Quebec.  This ruling overturns the Quebec Superior 
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Court’s dismissal 
of the class action 
in February 2016.  
Outside of Quebec, 
most Canadian educational institutions have adopted 
fair dealing guidelines similar to those of the U of L that 
take into account the Supreme Court’s 2012 decision in 
Alberta (Education) v. Access Copyright and the 2012 
amendments to the Copyright Act, which expanded the 
statutory fair dealing purposes to include education.  
As far as I know, Laval University is to date the only 
Quebec institution to adopt fair dealing guidelines 
along the lines of those now followed elsewhere in the 
Canadian educational sector.

Why should institutions outside of Quebec be concerned 
about this new development?  First, the Quebec Court 
of Appeal decision means Copibec can now return to 
the Quebec Superior Court to pursue its class action.  
Second, the matter at issue is whether or not the kinds of 
copying that fall within Laval’s fair dealing guidelines—
which are comparable to those of the U of L—are 
infringing.  In fact, this question is the crux of the 
AC lawsuit against York University, in which a ruling 
from the Federal Court is expected shortly.  And third, 
copyright is a federal matter.  Although two different 
collectives operate in Quebec and the rest of Canada, the 
relevant statute—the Copyright Act—applies equally 
throughout the country.

So there’s good reason for us to raise our collective 
awareness and appreciation of fair dealing as a statutory 
user’s right since it is essential to the achievement of 
copyright’s purpose—to encourage learning.

As always, feel free to contact the copyright advisor 
office if you need help with any 
questions or issues involving 
copyright.

http://www.uleth.ca/lib/copyright/index.asp?t1=fair_dealing&t2=feb2017
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-42/page-9.html#h-26
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-42/page-9.html#h-26
http://www.uleth.ca/lib/copyright/documents/UofL%20copying%20guidelines%20poster-8x14-final.pdf
http://www.uleth.ca/lib/copyright/documents/UofL%20copying%20guidelines%20poster-8x14-final.pdf
http://www.cb-cda.gc.ca/decisions/2016/DEC-K-122010-2015-19-02-06.pdf
http://www.cb-cda.gc.ca/decisions/2016/DEC-K-122010-2015-19-02-06.pdf
http://www.marketwired.com/press-release/copibec-gets-green-light-to-sue-universite-laval-2195012.htm
mailto:copyright%40uleth.ca%20?subject=
http://www.uleth.ca/copyright
https://scc-csc.lexum.com/scc-csc/scc-csc/en/item/9997/index.do
http://www.parl.gc.ca/HousePublications/Publication.aspx?Language=E&Mode=1&DocId=5697419
http://www.parl.gc.ca/HousePublications/Publication.aspx?Language=E&Mode=1&DocId=5697419
http://www.bibl.ulaval.ca/fichiers_site/bda/politique-oeuvre-autrui-ca-2014-85.pdf
http://www.copyrighthistory.com/anne.html

